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Graduation 
R E Q U I R E M E N T S

St. John Neumann Catholic High School graduates are required to have
accumulated 28 credits as follows:

4 credits in Religious Studies (unless student transfers) 
4 credits in English
4 credits in Mathematics
3 credits in Science (Biology, Chemistry & Physics)
2 credits in Foreign Language (must be consecutive) 
1 credit in World History
1 credit in U.S. History
.5 credit in American Government
.5 credit in Economics
.5 credit in Physical Education
.5 credit in Life Management (Health) 
1 credit in Practical/Performing Arts
6 credits in Electives (can come from any course category)

In addition, each student must complete Stewardship Hours in order to graduate.
100 hours of service are required.

28 credits

100 hours of service



GRADUATION REQUIREMENT

GRADUATION REQUIREMENT: 

4  Y E A R S

4  Y E A R S
TheologyTheology



Theology 1Theology 1 
FRESHMAN YEAR 1 CREDIT

Theology 2Theology 2 
SOPHOMORE YEAR 1 CREDIT

Semester 1 - Who is Jesus Christ: The purpose of this course is to 
introduce students to the mystery of Jesus Christ, the living Word 
of God, the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity. In this course 
students will understand that Jesus Christ is the ultimate Revelation 
to us from God. In learning about who he is, the students will also 
learn who he calls them to be.

Semester 2 - Sacraments as Privileged Encounters with Christ: 
The purpose of this course is to help students understand that they 
can encounter Christ today in a full and real way in and through the 
sacraments, and especially through the Eucharist. Students will ex-
amine each of the sacraments in detail so as to learn how they may 
encounter Christ throughout life.

Revelation of Jesus Christ in Sacred Scripture: The purpose of 
this course is to give students a general knowledge and apprecia-
tion of the Sacred Scriptures. In the course they will learn about the 
Bible, authored by God through Inspiration, and its value to peo-
ple throughout the world. If they have not been taught this earlier, 
they will learn how to read the Bible and will become familiar with 
the major sections of the Bible and the books included in each 
section. Because of the extent of the scriptural material, it will not 
be possible to introduce all the books of the Bible here. But every 
effort is made to project a sense of the unity of the narrative for the 
divine plan of salvation, the presence of God’s action in this record 
of his Revelation, and His desire to share His merciful love with us. 
Through their study of the Bible students will come to encounter the 
living Word of God, Jesus Christ.



Theology 3Theology 3 
JUINOR YEAR 1 CREDIT

Theology 4Theology 4 
SENIOR YEAR 1 CREDIT

Semester 1 - The Church: Jesus Christ’s Mission Continues in 
the Church: The purpose of this course is to help the students un-
derstand that in and through the Church they encounter the living 
Jesus Christ. They will be introduced to the fact that the Church was 
founded by Christ through the Apostles and is sustained by him 
through the Holy Spirit. The students will come to know that the 
Church is the living Body of Christ today. This Body has both divine 
and human elements. In this course, students will learn not so much 
about events in the life of the Church but about the sacred nature of 
the Church.

Semester 2 - Life in Jesus Christ: The purpose of this course is to 
help students understand that it is only through Christ that they can 
fully live out God’s plans for their lives. Students are to learn the 
moral concepts and precepts that govern the lives of Christ’s disci-
ples.

Semester 1 - Living as a Disciple of Jesus Christ in Society: The 
purpose of this course is to introduce students to the Church’s social 
teaching. In this course, students are to learn how Christ’s concern 
for others, especially the poor and needy, is present today in the 
Church’s social teaching and mission.

Semester 2 - Responding to the Call of Jesus Christ: The purpose 
of this course is to help students understand the vocations of life: 
how Christ calls us to live. The course should be structured around 
married life, single life, priestly life, and consecrated life. Students 
should learn what it means to live life for the benefit of others and 
the value in considering a vocation in service to the Christian com-
munity, specifically through the lens of Pope John Paul II’s Theology 
of the Body.



Peer Ministry Honors (Year) 1 Credit
Peer Ministry is an elective Theology course by invitation. This course 

trains students to embrace servant leadership and its application 
outside of the classroom. The course instructs students in effective 
leadership skills, group dynamics, public speaking, and emphasizes 

Roman Catholic Social Teaching as a foundation. These skills are used 
in leading small groups, retreats, workshops, and directed service to 
their peers.  All lessons directly contribute to the mission of St. John 

Neumann Catholic High School.
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English I: Survey of Literature College Prep (Year) 1 Credit
This course is designed to give incoming freshman a broad survey of 
some of the most popular European authors, poets and playwrights, 
from the world of mythology to modern day. This course offers a spe-
cial emphasis on William Shakespeare and The Elizabethan period. In 
addition, instruction concentrates on the fundamentals of vocabulary, 
grammar, and writing styles.

English I: Survey of Literature Honors (Year) 1 Credit
This honors course follows the same curriculum of the Survey of Lit-
erature class, with a concentrated focus on higher-level thinking and 
writing skills. In the honors program, students are not only expected 
to recognize the poetic and literary techniques an author employs, 
but also discuss the effects of those techniques on the work as a 
whole. Written expression is emphasized, and students are educated 
in the creation of analytical essays with sophisticated meaning, lan-
guage and development.

English  II: World Literature College Prep (Year) 1 Credit
This course is designed specifically for sophomores, concentrating on 
world literature; it includes a survey of each European literary genre 
found in the course text. It provides an in-depth analysis of each au-
thor and his or her work. In addition, this course provides a compre-
hensive analysis of William Shakespeare and offers a fine-tuning of 
individual writing styles, grammar skills, and appropriate vocabulary 
necessary for success on the collegiate level. An introduction to the 
research process is covered.

English  II: World Literature Honors (Year) 1 Credit
This honors course follows the same curriculum of the World Liter-
ature class, with a concentrated focus on higher-level thinking and 
writing skills. In the honors program, students are not only expected 
to recognize the poetic and literary techniques an author employs, 
but also discuss the effects of those techniques on the work as a 
whole. Written expression is emphasized, and students are educated 
in the creation of analytical essays with a concentration on sophisti-
cated meaning, language and development. An introduction to the 
research process is covered.

English  III: American Literature College Prep (Year) 1 Credit
This course is developed for juniors and focuses on the American tra-
dition. The course is an introduction to the major American authors, 
poets, and playwrights presented in the textbook. A strong emphasis 
is placed on the historical backgrounds of each literary period from 
Colonialism to Modernism; this course is taken along with American 
History, thus reinforcing the history behind the literature. In addition 
to the literature, a strong emphasis is placed upon grammar, writing 
style and vocabulary, as well as preparation for the S.A.T. The re-
search process is reviewed, including MLA citation; a research paper 
is required.



English  III: American Literature Honors (Year) 1 Credit
This honors course follows the same curriculum of the American Liter-
ature class, with a concentrated focus on higher-level thinking and 
writing skills. In the honors program, students are not only expected 
to recognize the poetic and literary techniques an author employs, 
but also discuss the effects of those techniques on the work as a 
whole. Written expression is emphasized, and students are educated 
in the creation of analytical essays with a concentration on sophisti-
cated meaning, language and development. The research process is 
reviewed, including MLA citation; a research paper is required.

AP English Language & Composition (Year) 1 Credit
The AP English Language and Composition course is designed to 
help students become skilled readers of prose written in a variety of 
rhetorical contexts and to become skilled writers who compose for 
a variety of purposes. The purpose of the AP English Language and 
Composition course is to enable students to read complex texts with 
understanding and to write prose of sufficient richness and complexi-
ty to communicate effectively with mature readers. An in-depth study 
of APA citation is presented, and students will be assigned a compre-
hensive research paper. Students enrolled in this class are required 
to take the standardized AP exam at the end of the year and may 
receive college credit dependent upon test results.

English IV: British Literature College Prep (Year) 1 Credit
This curriculum is designed for seniors and focuses on the major 
British authors and poets presented in the textbook. The course 
begins with an introduction to the Anglo-Saxon period, and contin-
ues through the medieval period into the Renaissance, ending with 
a close examination of British modern day writers. In addition to a 
survey of British literature, this course prepares the student for the 
critical analysis and writing expected on the college level. The deep-
est appreciation for Shakespeare and the Elizabethan playwrights 
occurs here. The research process is reviewed, including APA citation; 
a research paper is required.

English IV: British Literature Honors (Year) 1 Credit
This honors course follows the same curriculum of the British Liter-
ature class, with a concentrated focus on higher-level thinking and 
writing skills. In the honors program, students are not only expected 
to recognize the poetic and literary techniques an author employs, 
but also discuss the effects of those techniques on the work as a 
whole. Written expression is emphasized, and students are educated 
in the creation of analytical essays with a concentration on sophisti-
cated meaning, language and development. The research process is 
reviewed, including APA citation; a research paper is required.

AP English Literature & Composition (Year) 1 Credit
This course is an intense preparation for the AP Test. Students are 
instructed primarily in the areas of critical thinking, reading, and writ-
ing. The course is an exhaustive study of the different literary genres, 
with critical writing and reading as an integral component. Students 
should be aware of the sophistication of the course and be prepared 
for the intense writing requirement. An in-depth study of APA cita-
tion is presented, and students will be assigned a comprehensive 
research paper. Students enrolled in this class will take the standard-
ized AP exam at the end of the year and may receive college credit 
dependent upon test results.



Contemporary Literature (Semester) .5 Credit
This course explores the major themes in contemporary novels.  Stu-
dents will read, discuss, and analyze literary selections.  They will ex-
amine the authors’ techniques and gain awareness of how literature 
reflects society.  In particular, students will read works of C.S. Lewis 
and J.R.R. Tolkein and explore how faith influenced their works.

Creative Writing (Semester) .5 Credit
The purpose of this course is to enable students to develop and use 
writing and language skills for creative expression in a variety of liter-
ary forms. Studying and modeling a variety of genres will be empha-
sized at this level of creative writing. Open to juniors and seniors.

Journalism (Semester) .5 Credit
The purpose of this course is to enable students to develop funda-
mental skills in the production of journalism across print, multimedia, 
web, and broadcast/radio platforms and to develop knowledge of 
journalism history, ethics use, and management techniques related to 
the production of journalistic media. 

Social Media (Year) 1 Credit
Students will learn the fundamentals and best practices for using 
social media, including monitoring and listening, audience engage-
ment, content curation, campaign planning and execution, tools 
and resources, and measuring results.  Students will use and analyze 
current and emerging platforms, including Facebook, Twitter, Linke-
dIn, YouTube, and Instagram. Students will practice creating their 
own personal brands using proven strategies and tactics, build and 
manage websites, campaigns, and develop social media content. 
We’ll also take a look at the history of mass media and gain valuable 
insights into how social media has changed society. 

World Literature (Semester) .5 Credit
The course will focus on the literary elements of detective novels, 
examine the development of the detective as a literary figure, the 
structure of criminal enigma, logical investigation, and figuring out 
“whodunnit”. 
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Algebra 1 College Prep (Year) 1 Credit
This first course in algebra includes a review of basic arithmetic skills, 
solving equations, factoring, fractions, linear and quadratic equa-
tions, functions, inequalities, word problems, and rational and irratio-
nal numbers. Emphasis is placed on problem solving and application 
principles.

Algebra 1 Honors (Year) 1 Credit
This accelerated course in algebra covers the standard content of 
a first-year course in algebra including equations, factoring, func-
tions, inequalities, graphing, rational expressions, and radicals. This 
standard content is explored with greater intensity and emphasis on 
analytical thinking. Additional topics may include algebraic proof and 
further investigations of the real number system.

Geometry College Prep (Year) 1 Credit
This standard first course in geometry covers the required concepts 
of Euclidean geometry including definitions, postulates, and theo-
rems. Areas of study include angles, parallel lines, congruent and 
similar triangles, rectilinear figures, polygons, circles and arcs, and 
the Pythagorean Theorem. Special topics covered include coordinate 

and spatial geometry, introductory trigonometry, and tessellations 
and loci. In addition to including problems that serve to review alge-
bra, the process of “proving” theorems is introduced.

Geometry Honors (Year) 1 Credit
Honors Geometry is designed to develop spatial concepts and 
insight into the relationships between plane figures such as points, 
lines, polygons, and circles. Algebraic principles, including the use 
of coordinates, are applied to geometric problems. Measurement of 
two-and-three-dimensional figures will be explored. To appreciate 
the power of logic as a tool for understanding the world around us, 
the concept of proof is a substantial focus of the course. Technology 
will be used throughout the course as an instructional tool. Because 
development of precise mathematical language is stressed, reading 
and problem solving are emphasized throughout the course.

Algebra II College Prep (Year) 1 Credit
This course extends the content of Algebra I and provides further 
development of the concept of a function. Topics include relations, 
functions, equations and inequalities, conic sections, polynomials, 
algebraic fractions, logarithmic and exponential functions, sequences 
and series, data analysis, and matrices.

Algebra II Honors (Year) 1 Credit
This course builds upon algebraic concepts covered in Algebra I and 
prepares students for advanced-level courses. Students extend their 
knowledge and understanding by solving open-ended problems and 
thinking critically. Topics include functions and their graphs, quadratic 
functions, inverse functions, advanced polynomial functions, and con-
ic sections. Students are introduced to rational, radical, exponential, 
and logarithmic functions, sequences and series, data analysis and 
matrices. This course includes all topics in Algebra II, but has addi-
tional challenging assignments and includes more optional challenge 
activities. This course requires the use of a graphing calculator equiv-
alent to a TI-84 and includes tutorials and activities for using a hand-
held graphing calculator.



College Algebra (Year) 1 Credit
College Algebra continues to build on algebra and geometry con-
cepts previously introduced. The class will investigate several func-
tions, their graphs, and properties. Technology will be incorporated 
with the use of the TI-84 graphing calculator used throughout the 
course. Students will learn to recognize and express mathematical 
ideas graphically, numerically, symbolically, and in writing.

Trigonometry Honors (Year) 1 Credit
This course reviews and deepens understanding of Algebra 1 con-
cepts and covers the more advanced topics of Algebra 2 and Trig-
onometry. Topics included are relations and functions, quadratic 
equations, exponents and radicals, complex numbers, trigonometry, 
exponential and logarithmic functions. An emphasis is placed on 
mathematical modeling and applying skills to solve word problems.

AP Pre-Calculus  (Year) 1 Credit
This course prepares students for other college-level mathematics 
and science courses. Through regular practice, students build deep 
mastery of modeling and functions, and they examine scenarios 
through multiple representations. The course framework delineates 
content and skills common to college precalculus courses that are 
foundational for careers in mathematics, physics, biology, health sci-
ence, social science, and data science.

Statistics Honors (Year) 1 Credit
This honors course is designed for the advanced math student. This 
course is important for majors such as engineering, psychology, 
sociology, health science, mathematics, and business. The course will 
provide an overview and introduction to statistics, and introduce stu-
dents to the major concepts and the tools for collecting, analyzing, 
and drawing conclusions from data.

AP Statistics (Year) 1 Credit
AP Statistics is an introductory college-level statistics course that 
introduces students to the major concepts and tools for collecting, 

analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data. Students cultivate 
their understanding of statistics using technology, investigations, 
problem solving; and writing as they explore concepts like variation 
and distribution; patterns and uncertainty; and data-based predic-
tions, decisions, and conclusions. Students enrolled in this class are 
required to take the standardized AP exam at the end of the year and 
may receive college credit dependent upon test results.

Math for Data Literacy (Year) 1 Credit
This class will focus on  five areas: (1) extending knowledge of ratios, 
proportions and functions to data and financial contexts; (2) develop-
ing understanding of basic economic and accounting principles; (3) 
determining advantages and disadvantages of credit accounts and 
short- and long-term loans; (4) developing understanding of planning 
for the future through investments, insurance and retirement plans; 
(5) extending knowledge of data analysis to create and evaluate re-
ports and to make predictions.



AP Calculus AB (Year) 1 Credit
AP Calculus AB is roughly equivalent to a first semester college cal-
culus course devoted to topics in differential and integral calculus. 
The AP course covers topics in these areas, including concepts and 
skills of limits, derivatives, definite integrals and the Fundamental 
Theorem of Calculus. The course teaches students to approach cal-
culus concepts and problems when they are represented graphical-
ly, numerically, analytically, and verbally, and to make connections 
amongst these representations. Students learn how to use technol-
ogy to help solve problems, experiment, interpret results and sup-
port conclusions. Students enrolled in this class are required to take 
the standardized AP exam at the end of the year and may receive 
college credit dependent upon test results.

AP Calculus BC (Year) 1 Credit
AP Calculus BC is an introductory college-level calculus course. Stu-
dents cultivate their understanding of differential and integral calcu-
lus through engaging with real-world problems represented graphi-
cally, numerically, analytically, and verbally and using definitions and 
theorems to build arguments and justify conclusions as they explore 
concepts like change, limits, and the analysis of functions. Students 
enrolled in this class are required to take the standardized AP exam 
at the end of the year and may receive college credit dependent 
upon test results.



GRADUATION REQUIREMENT: 
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Biology College Prep (Year) 1 Credit
This course provides students with general exploratory experiences 
and activities in the fundamental concepts of life. The content in-
cludes scientific method, scientific measurement, lab safety, use of 
apparatus, cell biology, genetics, classification and taxonomy, micro-
biology, structure and function of plants and animals, viral and bacte-
rial study and systems of the human body.

Biology Honors (Year) 1 Credit
This course provides students with advanced exploratory experienc-
es and activities on the fundamental concepts of life. The concepts 
include scientific method, scientific measurement, lab safety, use 
of apparatus, biochemistry, cell biology, genetics, classification and 
taxonomy, microbiology, structure and function of plants and animals, 
human anatomy and physiology, and ecological relationships.

Chemistry College Prep (Year) 1 Credit
This course helps students realize the role chemistry plays in their 
lives, provides the chemistry knowledge to think and make uniform 
decisions about issues involving science and technology, and devel-
ops an awareness of both the potential and limitations of science and 
technology. The content includes technical and chemical properties 
of matter, solutions, formula and equation writing, atomic structure, 
bonding periodicity, mole concept, gases, clinical analysis, acids, 
bases, organic chemistry, and nuclear chemistry.

Chemistry Honors (Year) 1 Credit
This course provides students with the study of composition, prop-
erties and changes associated with matter. The content includes 
classification and structure of matter, atomic theory, periodic table, 
bonding, nucleus and equations, mole concept, gas laws, energy and 
order, reaction rates and equilibrium solutions, acids, bases, salts, 
nuclear chemistry, and organic chemistry.

Conceptual Physics College Prep (Year)1 Credit
This course offers the subject matter of a traditional physics course 
with a qualitative approach to problem-solving. The format includes 

lecture, discussion, problem solving and experimentation. There are 
projects which demonstrate students’ mastery of course materials. 
General areas of study will include mechanics, motion, astronomy, 
heat, light, sound, magnetism, and electricity.

Physics Honors (Year) 1 Credit
This course is designed for students with a strong foundation in 
mathematics and the physical sciences. The format will include lec-
ture, discussion, problem-solving, and laboratory work. Quantitative 
skills learned in second year algebra/trigonometry and chemistry will 
be employed in the problem solving concepts covered. General ar-
eas of study will include concepts of mechanics, motion, astronomy, 
heat, light, sound, magnetism, and electricity.

Anatomy & Physiology Honors (Year) 1 Credit
This course is designed to introduce the student to the human body 
composition, structure, and function. The content will include basics 
in osteology, medical terminology, and human growth and develop-
ment. A strong emphasis will be taught on the structure and the func-
tion of human body systems. Laboratory investigations will include 
current applications and anatomical/physiological principles and their 
relationship to their environment with a moderate amount of animal 
dissection.



Animal Science  (Year) 1 Credit
Offered at Honors & College Prep levels.  This course focuses on the 
branch of biology that deals with animals and animal life including 
the study of the structure, development and classification of animals 
along with ecology (the study of interactions between organisms and 
their environment). Laboratory activities will center around critical 
thinking activities and dissection.

Forensics College Prep  (Year) 1 Credit
This course includes the investigation of fingerprinting, fiber analysis, 
ballistics, arson, trace evidence analysis, poisons, drugs, blood spat-
ters, and blood samples. Students are taught the proper collection, 
preservation, and laboratory analysis of various samples.

Marine Science College Prep (Year) 1 Credit
This introduction of the biology of marine life is offered to juniors 
and seniors who have an interest in exploring the biological prin-
ciples and processes that are basic to all forms of life in the sea. 
Information dealing with several aspects of taxonomy, evolution and 
adaptation, ecology, behavior and physiology of selected groups of 
marine organisms is presented. Laboratory work includes an offering 
of anatomical, physiological, and ecological studies. The study of 
Florida marine ecology, including local organisms and habitats, will 
be the focus of a variety of investigations.

Marine Science Honors (Year) 1 Credit
This is a laboratory science course offered to juniors and seniors that 
emphasizes the basic principles of biology and the physical sciences. 
Students will learn how to apply the scientific method to the marine 
environment, the chemical and physical features of the ocean world, 
how living organisms adapt to life in the ocean, the structure and 
function of different parts of the marine environment and how the 
oceans affect and are affected by human activities. This course in-
volves extensive hands-on activities and includes dissection of marine 
invertebrates and vertebrates. In addition, there will be an emphasis 
on scientific writing, lab reports and analysis.



AP Biology (Year) 1 Credit
This course is the equivalent of an introductory college biology 
course taken by biology majors during their first year. This course 
differs significantly from the basic high school course with respect to 
the kind of textbook used, the range and depth of topics covered, 
the kind of laboratory work done by students, and the time and effort 
required by students. The two main goals of the course are to help 
students develop a conceptual framework for modern biology and 
to help students gain an appreciation of science as a process. Three 
general areas will be covered: molecules and cells, heredity and evo-
lution, and organisms and populations. Students enrolled in this class 
are required to take the standardized AP exam at the end of the year 
and may receive college credit dependent upon test results.

AP Chemistry (Year) 1 Credit
AP Chemistry is an introductory college-level chemistry course. 
Students cultivate their understanding of chemistry through inqui-
ry-based lab investigations as they explore the four Big Ideas: scale, 
proportion, and quantity; structure and properties of substances; 
transformations; and energy. Students enrolled in this class are re-
quired to take the standardized AP exam at the end of the year and 
may receive college credit dependent upon test results.

AP Environmental Science (Year) 1 Credit
The AP Environmental Science course is designed to be the equiva-
lent of a one-semester, introductory-college course in environmental 
science, through which students engage with the scientific principles, 
concepts and methodologies required to understand the interrela-
tionships of the natural world. The course requires that students iden-
tify and analyze natural and human-made environmental problems, 
evaluate the relative risks associated with these problems and exam-
ine alternative solutions for resolving or preventing them. AP Environ-
mental Science is interdisciplinary, embracing topics from geology, 
biology, environmental studies, environmental science, chemistry and 
geography. Students enrolled in this class are required to take the 
standardized AP exam at the end of the year and may receive college 
credit dependent upon test results.

AP Physics I – Algebra-Based (Year) 1 Credit
This course is equivalent to a first-semester college course in alge-
bra-based physics. The course covers Newtonian mechanics (in-
cluding rotational dynamics and angular momentum), work, energy, 
power, and mechanical waves and sound. It will also introduce elec-
tric circuits. Students enrolled in this class are required to take the 
standardized AP exam at the end of the year and may receive college 
credit dependent upon test results.
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World History College Prep (Year) 1 Credit
This course examines the development of civilizations by exploring 
the past to prepare for the future as participating members of a glob-
al community. Students will use knowledge of history, geography, 
economics, academic, civic, social and employment settings.

World History Honors (Year) 1 Credit
This course is a chronological study of world history from the earliest 
civilization to the present. Students will use knowledge of history, ge-
ography, economics, academic, civic, social and employment settings 
to analyze and discuss. Great emphasis is placed upon critical think-
ing as well as verbal and written reports.

AP World History (Year) 1 Credit
This is an introductory college-level modern world history course. 
Students cultivate their understanding of world history from c. 1200 
CE to present through analyzing historical sources and learning to 
make connections and craft historical arguments as they explore con-
cepts like humans and the environment, cultural developments and 
interactions, governance, economic systems, social interactions and 
organization, and technology and innovation.

U.S. History College Prep (Year) 1 Credit
Emphasis in this course will be placed on a topical approach in order 
to provide the student with an opportunity to develop specific func-
tional skills and an understanding of key issues and questions. The 
course begins with a brief overview of the pre-colonial and colonial 
period in U.S. history. The Constitution will be examined and con-
tinue to the rise of big business in the late 1800’s, the rise of U.S. 
imperialism, and the major events of the twentieth century.

U.S. History Honors (Year) 1 Credit
The first half of this course will focus on the exploration, settlement 
and development of the United States. Emphasis will be placed on a 
topical approach in order to provide the student with an opportunity 
to develop specific functional skills and an understanding of key is-
sues and questions. Emphasis will also be placed on familiarizing stu-
dents with the forces that prompted fundamental changes in Ameri-
ca’s political, social and economic history. The central objective of the 
course will be to develop the students’ understanding of the factors 
that conditioned the world in which students live. A strong emphasis 
is placed on critical thinking and writing. Students are expected to 
exhibit these skills in written and verbal format throughout the year.

AP U.S. History (Year) 1 Credit
Advanced Placement United States History is designed to provide 
students with the analytical skills and factual knowledge necessary to 
deal critically with the problems and materials in United States Histo-
ry. Students will analyze historical material, synthesize their own ideas 
and evaluate those of others. The AP United States History course 
will develop the skills necessary to arrive at conclusions on the basis 
of an informed judgment and to present reasons and evidence clear-
ly and persuasively in essay format. Students enrolled in this class are 
required to take the standardized AP exam at the end of the year and 
may receive college credit dependent upon test results.



Economics College Prep (Semester) .5 Credit
Economics is the study of the allocation of resources and their alter-
native uses for satisfying human needs and demands. This course 
will examine decision making at both the micro and macroeconomic 
levels in multiple areas, including but not limited to: decisions made 
as a consumer, saver, producer, investor, voter; business decisions 
dealing with various markets, output, prices, and labor in the national 
and global economies. Students will also explore national monetary 
policy.

Economics Honors (Semester) .5 Credit
This course will provide students with the fundamentals of basic 
economics of the American system. The purpose of this course is 
to provide students with the knowledge and decision-making tools 
necessary for understanding how individuals and nations organize 
their limited resources to satisfy unlimited needs and wants. Students 
will gain an in-depth understanding of the choices they must make 
as producers, consumers, investors, voters, taxpayers, and global 
citizens.

AP Macroeconomics (Semester) .5 Credit
This is an introductory college-level macroeconomics course. Students 
cultivate their understanding of the principles that apply to an eco-
nomic system as a whole by using principles and models to describe 
economic situations and predict and explain outcomes with graphs, 
charts, and data as they explore concepts like economic measure-
ments, markets, macroeconomic models, and macroeconomic policies.

U.S. Government College Prep (Semester) .5 Credit
The primary content for this course pertains to the study of govern-
ment institutions and political processes and their historical impact 
on American society. This course is designed to enable students a 
better understanding of American government and political behav-
ior and to develop their critical thinking skills to prepare them to be 
effective participants in our democracy.

U.S. Government Honors (Semester) .5 Credit
This honors course follows the same curriculum of the U.S. Govern-
ment College Prep course. Honors students are required to complete 
additional reading, writing, and analysis of events that have impacted 
our Constitution from 1789 to the present day.

AP U.S. Government & Policitcs (Semester) .5 Credit
This is an introductory college-level course in U.S. government and 
politics. Students cultivate their understanding of U.S. government 
and politics through analysis of data and text- based sources as they 
explore topics like constitutionalism, liberty and order, civic participa-
tion in a representative democracy, competing policy-making inter-
ests, and methods of political analysis.

Geography (Year) 1 Credit
The primary content emphasis for this course pertains to the study 
of world cultural regions in terms of location, physical characteristics, 
demographics, historical changes, land use, and economic activity. 
Content should include, but is not limited to, the use of geographic 
tools and skills to gather and interpret data and to draw conclu-
sions about physical and human patterns, the relationships between 
physical geography and the economic, political, social, cultural and 
historical aspects of human activity, patterns of population growth 
and settlement in different cultures and environments, the interaction 
between culture and technology in the use, alteration and conser-
vation of the physical environment, and the interrelationships and 
interdependence of world cultures.

Hollywood or History (Semester) .5 Credit
This class will explore the elements of film and cinematic techniques 
used by those who create movies. Students study the techniques in 
film that serve the story and articulate a historical theme. Students 
also prepare a comparative of film to historical events.



Humanities (Year) 1 Credit
The purpose of this course is to enable students to survey major 
creative expressions of the cultural heritage of selected civilizations 
through study of the arts and their connections to areas such as 
literature, history, philosophy, and religion. Emphasis will be on the 
impact of cultural heritage on contemporary society and culture. The 
content should include, but not be limited to, the following:
•	 Reflection of culture through the visual and performing arts, reli-

gion, food, athletics and architecture
•	 Influence of historical events on the development of various civili-

zations
•	 Effect of history and culture on today’s societies

Law Studies (Year) 1 Credit
This course is intended as an upper level, hands on approach to un-
derstanding legal concepts. Serious and reasonable discussions will 
serve as the basic format of this course. It is expected that all stu-
dents will engage in positive and respectful discussions with all mem-
bers of the class, and will participate in Mock Trial in January. The 
goal of the course is to provide practical information and problem 
solving opportunities that will develop in students the knowledge 
and skills necessary for understanding how to function in a law-ori-
ented society. It will make use of a variety of instructional methods 
such as independent study, role playing, small group exercises, visual 
analysis activities and mock trials. The course will provide information 
and competency- building activities designed to provide students 
with the ability to analyze, evaluate, and learn to resolve disputes.

Personal Finance, Business & Entrepreneurship (Year) 1 Credit
This class will support a student’s curiosity about and understanding 
of personal and business finance, entrepreneurship, products and 
consumers. From budgeting in college to connecting design thinking 
to your own decision-making skills, this class is very hands-on and 
relevant to high school students. Through a forward-looking lens, 
budding entrepreneurs and creative thinkers will learn how to ex-
plore, design, test, and pitch their ideas in order to move them from 
idea to reality. Using an amalgam of online and text resources, along 

with proven experiments and exercises designed by experts at Stan-
ford, MIT, Wharton, IDEO U, and more, students will - through open 
discussions, group collaboration, and lots of trial and error - learn to 
recognize, develop and use their own potential for innovation. 

Psychology Honors (Year) 1 Credit
Through the study of psychology, students acquire an understanding 
of and an appreciation for human behavior, behavior interaction and 
the progressive development of individuals. The content examined 
in this course includes major theories and orientations of psychology, 
psychological methodology, memory and cognition, human growth 
and development, personality, abnormal behavior, psychological 
therapies, stress/coping strategies, and mental health.

AP European History (Year) 1 Credit
Students will investigate significant events, individuals, develop-
ments, and processes in four historical periods. Students develop 
and use the same skills, practices, and methods employed by histori-
ans: analyzing primary and secondary sources; developing historical 
arguments; making historical comparisons; and utilizing reasoning 
about contextualization, causation, and continuity and change over 
time. The course also provides six themes that students explore 
throughout the course in order to make connections among historical 
developments in different times and places.

AP Human Geography (Year) 1 Credit
This course focuses on the distribution, processes, and effects of 
human populations on the planet. The course provides a systematic 
study of human geography, including the following topics outlined in 
the Course Description: Nature of and Perspectives on Geography, 
Population, Cultural Patterns and Processes, Political Organization of 
Space, Agricultural and Rural Land Use, Industrialization and Eco-
nomic Development and Cities and Urban Land Use. Students en-
rolled in this class are required to take the standardized AP exam at 
the end of the year and may receive college credit dependent upon 
test results.
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Spanish I - College Prep & Honors (Year)     1 Credit
This course will introduce students to the diverse cultures of the 
Spanish-speaking world while developing communication skills. 
In-depth coverage of vocabulary and grammatical structures will 
enhance reading and writing skills, as well as develop speaking and 
listening skills.

Spanish II - College Prep & Honors - (Year)  1 Credit
This course is designed to review material presented previously and 
increase the students’ proficiency in the four basic skills: listening, 
speaking, reading and writing. It presents more complex structure 
and expands awareness of Spanish culture.

Spanish III - College Prep & Honors (Year)   1 Credit
This course serves as a continuation of Spanish II. Students will build 
on their current knowledge of the language. Listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing skills will be developed through the study of 

Hispanic culture, literature, and history. Dialogues, conversations, 
oral presentations, and a variety of other activities will be used in this 
course. New grammar and vocabulary will be introduced and prac-
ticed. In addition, students will develop a better understanding of 
life in Spanish-speaking countries as they read and listen to authentic 
stories and articles.

AP Spanish Language (Year) 1 Credit
This high-level course is an intensive study of the language. The four 
skills of listening, reading, speaking, and writing will be developed 
interdependently throughout the year using a variety of media. A 
thorough review of grammar will be presented and the class will fo-
cus on building vocabulary through the use of literature. Students will 
be required to combine their oral comprehension and speaking skills 
with their reading comprehension and writing skills in tasks using au-
thentic material from different Hispanic sources. Students enrolled in 
this class are required to take the standardized AP exam at the end of 
the year and may receive college credit dependent upon test results.

Spanish IV (Year) 1 Credit
This course expands the skills acquired by the students in Spanish 
III. Specific content includes, but is not limited to, more advanced 
language structures and idiomatic expressions, with emphasis on 
conversational skills. There is additional growth in vocabulary for 
practical purposes, including writing. Reading selections are varied 
and taken from the target language newspapers, magazines, and 
literary works.

Foreign Language Online (Year) 1 Credit
If students wish to study a language other than Spanish, they are able 
to meet the graduation requirement by taking two years of the same 
language online. Students will be assigned a period in the Florida 
Virtual Learning Lab during the school day to complete the course.
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Health & Life Management Skills  (Semester) .5 Credit
The health curriculum provides students with information and skills 
needed to become health literate, maintain and improve personal 
health, prevent disease, and reduce health-related risk factors. The 
primary objective of this course is to familiarize students with the 
anatomy of the body and the function of major body systems. CPR 
and basic first aid steps are also covered in this class.

Students may elect to take the HOPE course online prior to enter-
ing high school to allow for additional core courses in the freshman 
schedule. Administration approval required.

Physical Education (Semester) .5 Credit
The Physical Education course provides structured opportunities to 
develop knowledge, motor skills, and responsible behaviors for stu-
dents through fundamental movements, sport and fitness activities. 
Students will demonstrate awareness of potential health and social 
benefits derived from participation. Students will be given the oppor-
tunity to develop an improved level of skill/knowledge in specified 
team sports. Safety and sportsmanship in program activities will be 
emphasized as a positive life skill.

Students may elect to take the HOPE course online prior to enter-
ing high school to allow for additional core courses in the freshman 
schedule. Administration approval required.

Individual Sports / Team Sports (Semester) each .5 Credit
These are 2 separate semester-long courses. The purpose of these 
courses are to enable students to acquire basic knowledge and skills 
in specified individual or team sports and to improve health-related 
fitness. The student will participate in activities that contribute to the 
attainment of life-long personal goals and maintenance of wellness. 
The integration of fitness concepts throughout the content is critical 
to the success of this course. Students may take one semester or 
both.

Weight Training-Beginning / Weight Training-Intermediate      
(Semester) each .5 Credit
The focus of the weight training class is to teach students the sci-
entific concepts, multi-joint lifts and lifting techniques that can help 
bring about improvements in athletic performance, overall muscular 
strength and endurance. The class is open to all students; grading 
is based on individual participation and correct lifting techniques. 
Students may take one semester or both.
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AP Art History  (Year) 1 Credit
This is an introductory college-level art history course. Students 
cultivate their understanding of art history through analyzing works 
of art and placing them in historical context as they explore concepts 
like culture and cultural interactions, theories and interpretations of 
art, the impact of materials, processes, and techniques on art and art 
making, and understanding purpose and audience in art historical 
analysis.

Beginners Band (Year) 1 Credit
This course provides an opportunity for students to learn an instru-
ment - a unique experience in the high school setting! The goal of 
this class is to give students the skills to read and perform music in a 
smaller setting in preparation for Concert Band.

Concert Band Honors (Year) 1 Credit
The concert band is open to all students grades 9-12. This perfor-
mance ensemble is a way for students to continue to develop their 
musical skills and expand their musical repertoire. This ensemble 
is open to beginning students who want to learn a musical instru-
ment and for experienced musicians who wish to continue receiving 
the benefits of playing a musical instrument. Students are strongly 
encouraged to seek private lessons throughout the school year to 
better themselves and the ensemble. The concert band is a class 
that focuses on music fundamentals: pitch, tone, balance, blend, and 
music literature.

Chorus Honors (Year) 1 Credit
This class is open to students grades 9-12. This performance ensem-
ble will sing and play a variety of musical repertoire. Students will 
work on both their individual development as well as learning how to 
blend together as a cohesive group both vocally and instrumentally. 
Those students who take private lessons throughout the year, may be 
used in leadership roles. However, no previous vocal experience is 
necessary to join this class. Basic music theory and vocal and instru-
mental fundamentals will be taught.

Creative Arts (Year) 1 Credit
This is a course which introduces students to the world of art and 
design. Students have freedom to explore and enjoy producing art-
work, learning how to use materials and techniques in a playful and 
creative way.

Digital Media (Year) 1 Credit
This is an introduction to digital photography, videography, pod-
casting, and digital literacy. Students will explore the fundamentals 
of recording images, video production, and digital technology while 
creating products for digital distribution. They will learn to compose 
effective still images, edit videos, produce podcasts and design web-
sites. Through readings, quizzes, assignments and projects, students 
will gain practical experience that will serve them well as they take on 
technical and creative tasks in and beyond the classroom.



Guitar (Year) 1 Credit
Students with little or no experience develop basic guitar skills and 
knowledge, including simple and full-strum chords, bass lines and 
lead sheets, barre and power chords, foundational music literacy and 
theory, major scales, simple finger-picking patterns, and ensemble 
skills for a variety of music. Beginning guitarists explore the careers 
and music of significant performers in a variety of styles. Public per-
formances may serve as a culmination of specific instructional goals. 
Students may be required to attend and/or participate in rehearsals 
and performances outside the school day to support, extend, and as-
sess learning in the classroom. This course may also require students 
to obtain a musical instrument (e.g., borrow, rent, purchase) from an 
outside source.

Music Technology (Year) 1 Credit
This is a music course where students are able to expand their cur-
rent musical skills with the incorporation of technology. Students will 
learn how to add loops to digital music, make recordings with their 
primary instrument and create music with their peers.

Music Theory Honors (Year) 1 Credit
Honors Music Theory is open for students who participate in a 
performance ensemble. This course is designed to strengthen the 
musical skills of students which can be applied to their primary in-
strument. This class will cover musical intervals, melodic dictations, 
rhythmic dictations, key signatures, time signatures and other techni-
cal components of music.

Photography (Year) 1 Credit
Students explore the aesthetic foundations of art making using be-
ginning photography techniques. Students become familiar with the 
basic mechanics of a camera, including lens and shutter operation, 
compositional foundations, printing an image for display, and evalu-
ating a successful print. Photographers use an art criticism process to 
evaluate, explain, and measure artistic growth in personal or group 
works.

Portfolio Art (Year) 1 Credit
The purpose of this course is to develop a portfolio containing an art-
ist’s statement and a diverse range of the student’s own works of art. 
Each student will be given the opportunity to evaluate works of art 
and perform a self as well as a peer review.

Robotics Honors (Year) 1 Credit
The purpose of this program is to provide students with a foundation 
of knowledge and technical-oriented experiences in the study of 
the principles and applications of robotics engineering and its effect 
upon our lives and the choosing of an occupation.  The content and 
activities will also include the study of safety, leadership skills, the 
connection between religion and technology, and ethical implications 
of robotics.  This program focuses on transferable skills and stresses 
understanding and demonstration of the science and knowledge, 
technological tools, machines, instruments, materials, processes and 
systems related to robotics.

Speech & Debate (Year) 1 Credit
This course is designed to help students acquire the skill of public 
speaking and learn debate formats with a focus on policy debate and 
public forum debate. This course will help students to gain confi-
dence in expressing themselves through learning how to organize 
thoughts, how to find information to support those thoughts, and ef-
fective delivery skills to help them articulate a point of view. Students 
will also learn strategies to help them in practical situations such as 
job interviews.



TV Production I (Year) 1 Credit
This hands-on introductory class introduces students to the basics of 
television production, from story generation to recording to editing 
and distribution. Working in our studio and in the field, in front of and 
behind the camera, students will engage in both the technical and 
creative aspects of production, as they rotate through roles.  Once 
students have learned the basics, they will move on to produce the 
school video program “Celtics News” and work on their own podcasts, 
mixtapes, and short films. Open to grades 10-12.

TV Production II (Year) 1 Credit
Open to students grades 10-12, with prior experience or a basic 
knowledge of TV production. Students will be tasked with writing, 
recording and editing the school news program twice weekly. In addi-
tion to the news and news packages, they will continue to hone their 
creative and production skills by pitching and producing other video 
projects, including entertainment reports, commercials and promo-
tions, TikToks, TWITCHes, Insta reels, podcasts and mixtapes for digital 
distribution. Applications are required for this course and are submit-
ted in the spring before course scheduling is finalized. 

Yearbook (Year) 1 Credit
Students in this course will participate in all aspects of the school year-
book from creation to production. An elective, this course provides 
students with an opportunity to learn all aspects of creating a high 
school yearbook. Aspects include photography, graphic design, writ-
ing, selling, promotion, and computer layout. The course culminates 
with the production of the school’s yearbook.
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College Scholars I (Semester) .5 Credit
This course is designed to provide juniors with the tools necessary to 
prepare for the college and scholarship application process. Stu-
dents will learn about application and financial aid terminology and 
requirements, will create resumes and write essays. Both in-state and 
out-of-state college and university options will be explored to en-
sure that each child finds schools that meet both their financial and 
personal requirements. By exposing our students to this information, 
prior to beginning the application process, we are empowering them 
with the knowledge that college is attainable and affordable.

College Scholars II (Semester) .5 Credit
This course is designed to assist seniors with the college and schol-
arship application process. Students will use the information they 
learned as juniors to decide which schools and scholarships are most 
suited to their personal needs and abilities. Time and technology is 
provided for students to complete college and university applica-
tions, find and apply for a vast array of scholarships, and proceed 
through the strict rules of state and federal financial aid. Through this 
course we offer our students the support necessary to gain accep-
tance to excellent schools and help them plan for and pay the ever- 
increasing costs of college.

SAT Prep (Semester) .5 Credit
SAT Prep is designed to raise student scores on the SAT. Students 
will learn strategies for approaching the test, and become familiar 
with the most recent vocabulary found on the SAT. This class is co-
taught with the English and Math departments.

Executive Internship Honors (Year) 1 Credit
This course allows students to learn leadership and team building 
through active participation in a variety of exercises and school 
projects as well as thorough studying of both historical and mod-
ern day leaders. Students will have the opportunity to develop and 
evaluate their own leadership qualities through the creation of skills 
in communication, organization and managerial skills, character 
development, goal setting, decision-making, group process, conflict 

resolution, citizenship and diversity. Service learning is another im-
portant part of this class, as well as public speaking and developing 
a professional skill set for entering the work force. Finally, this course 
pays close attention to the development of personal growth through 
feedback and reflection.

Florida Virtual Learning Lab (Year) 1 Credit
The Florida Virtual Learning Lab is an opportunity for a group of 
students to take a specific course not currently offered by St. John 
Neumann. These labs create an environment that allows students to 
reach outside the walls of their classrooms and connect with teachers 
and students throughout Florida. Classes and minimum requirements 
for classes must be met for Administration approval. Courses must 
be completed within the school-year schedule.



Learning Strategies (ESE) (Year) 1 Credit
This course provides instruction and support to students with docu-
mented learning disabilities. Students will acquire skills and strategies 
necessary to enhance their independence as learners in educational 
settings. The course content will include but not be limited to: orga-
nization, time management, test taking, note-taking, comprehension, 
memory strategies, critical thinking and advocacy skills. Student and 
teacher will monitor the academic progress that is made throughout 
the course.

Prerequisite: Students must provide documentation of learning dis-
abilities to the school in order to qualify for this class.

Life Skills (Semester) .5 Credit
The purpose of this course is to enable students to gain the knowl-
edge and skills needed for post-school adult living. The content 
examined in this course includes adult living arrangements, financial 
management, citizen and community involvement, personal and 
social competencies and career planning.

Sports Marketing (Year) 1 Credit
The Sports Marketing course introduces the basic principles of 
marketing and economics. Sports Marketing focuses on the history 
of sports, the sports consumer, and sports that generate goods and 
services, discussing their impact on the economy. Students will also 
examine every aspect of the marketing mix, from the variety of sports 
products and the outlets for distribution to pricing considerations 
and promotional strategies. The course also examines the relation-
ships that exist between the media and sport organizations as well 
as the technology they use. Discussions of the history of sports and 
entertainment as well as legal issues and business risks give students 
a solid foundation. The curriculum will culminate with a challenging 
research and presentation project utilizing current video technology.



AP Capstone TM Diploma Program (2 Years) 2 Credits
AP CapstoneTM is a diploma program from the College Board. It’s 
based on two year-long AP courses: AP Seminar and AP Research. 

Students who earn scores of 3 or higher in AP Seminar and AP Re-
search and on four additional AP Exams of their choosing receive the 
AP Capstone DiplomaTM. Students who earn scores of 3 or higher 
in AP Seminar and AP Research but not on four additional AP Exams 
receive the AP Seminar and Research CertificateTM. Students may 
take the AP Seminar during junior year, and must pass this exam in 
order to enroll in AP Research.

AP Seminar (Year) 1 Credit
This is an interdisciplinary course that encourages students to 
demonstrate critical thinking, collaboration, and academic research 
skills on topics of the student’s choosing. To accommodate the wide 
range of student topics, typical college course equivalents include 
interdisciplinary or general elective courses.

AP Research (Year) 1 Credit
In this course, students deeply explore an academic topic, problem, 
or issue of interest to them. Students design, plan, and conduct a 
yearlong research-based investigation to address a research ques-
tion, documenting their process with a portfolio.

Senior Reflection Project (Year) .5 Credit
Scientium Veritatis (From Knowledge to Truth)

To complete the final stage of a student’s journey, each senior will 
present a formal, final reflection and assessment of their experience 
at SJN.  Students will work on this project throughout senior year. It is 
not an assigned class period. 

The framework for this personal, individual, unique reflection will be 
the four elements of the Oratory Model: Home, School, Church, and 
Playground.  Before a panel of three, comprised of teachers and staff 
members, the senior will articulate their experience at SJN through 
the lens of the Oratory – what have their experiences been in relation 
to each of the elements and how have they grown as a result of these 
experiences.  For a school that believes so highly in relationships and 
experiences, this project is a fitting culmination to a student’s educa-
tion at St. John Neumann.


